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When you buy a 
Chitra Katha 


make sure it is 


Guru Ravidas 


Guru Ravidas (c. A.D. 1450-1540) was 
the son of a cobbler who lived in the village of 
Mandua Deeh near Varanasi. He is also known 
as Raidas, Rohidas, Ruidas and so оп, 

Very few authenticated facts of his life 
are known. His extant poems give us an idea, 
however hazy, of the poet-saint who attained 
union with God, It is said that Kabir, Nanak, 
Dhanna and Meera were his contemporaries 
and that when he was very old, Guru Nanak, 
then a young man, came to pay his respects to 
him 

Ravidas’ philosophy is a blend of the 
different faiths апа beliefs of his day. He 
considered differentiation: between тап and 
man on grounds of caste, religion and worldly 
possessions as artificial and exhorted his 
followers—commonly known as Ravidasis—to~ 
strive for a classless society. Ravidas renounced 
the comforts of the world but not his worldly 
duties. He did not live on alms, as other saints 
did, but earned his living as а shoe-maker. 
Obviously Ravidas firmly believed in the 
sanctity of honest labour. 

The following pages tell the story of 
Ravidas based mainly on his poems. 
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OUR NEXT RELEASE ON 


February 15, 1986 


Mahabharata —12 
DRAUPADI'S SWAYAMVARA 


Over 340 titles 
now on sale 


/ o SURYA, 


MIGHTIER THAN ALL. 
GRANT US A 
CHILD. 


0 GREAT РАМ”, 

MAY A CHILD 

BE BORN TO 
us. 


= 


SHALL A 


HOUR WISH- 


REJOICE , GOOD PEOPLE, 
FOR A SON IS SOON 
TO BE BORN TO 


“= — 
ANOTHER NAME FOR THE SUN GoD. 


amar chitra katha 
AND SURE ENOUGH, IN COURSE OF TIME— 


AS HE WAS BORN 

ON А RAVIVAAR*, 

THE DAY OF THE 

SUN, WE WILL CAI 
НІМ” RAVIDAS. 


“OU ARE BLESSED, 
KARMADEVI. HIS 
FACE SHINES LIKE 
THE FACE OF 


ও 


[THE CHILD RAVIDAS GREW UP AND BEGAN TO HELP HIS FATHER, RAGHAV CHAMAR, IN 
HIS WORK, — —— —— 3 k 


EVERY FEW DAYS, RAVIDAS, WITH HIG FRIENDS AND RELATIVES, WENT TO THE NEARBY 
TOWN OF VARANASI. ONE 2 < — RR 


HO, THERE ! HO. 
“OU CHAMARS*! (<< 


০০০০ FER 


+ SUNDAY. ж COBBLERS 


ро чои WANT ТО BE POLLUTED? 
MOVE ON. GET INTO THE 
HOUSE . QUICK. 


amar chitra katha 


SS 


JUST THEN, ANOTHER CHAMAR CAME UP. 


SON, WE WILL 

HANDLE THE BULLOCKS 
ЧОЦ 60 TO THE 
TOWN-GATE. THERE 

15 A DEAD CALF 
THERE WHICH WILL f 


ВЕ EASY FOR «Ou 
TO CARRY. 


RAVIDAS, DID \ 

ЧОЦ HEAR | 

_ МЕР A 
#4 


( ин... ? WHAT ? WHAT N= NOTHING. 
DID ৭০৮ ЗАЧ? b ~ вы Е: 


> = THEN RUN то _ ~ 
WHAT?S THE THE TOWN - GATE 
BEFORE SOMEONE 
৮৮7৮4 ELSE TAKES THE 


omar chitra katha 


POLLUTERS! 
TRAFFICKERS IN DEAD 
ANIMALS I COULDN?T 

400 HAVE SHOU 


BUT WE DID! 90 WHILE 
WE DID OUR BIT, чои 
DIDN*T DO FOURS, 
HOLY ONE! 908. 
DIDN*T HEAR US. 


RAVIDAS ! 
JOU AREA 
CHAMAS, 
ন 
= 


TE 
TO DO? BOW 
BEFORE 4082 
— 


GURU RAVIDAS 


То Г HOLD AN UMBRELLA 


RESPECTFULLY 
OVER YOUR (на. 
HEAD? Å (на Si 


Маа 


HOW CAN 400 LAUGH WHEN 
INSULTS ARE HEAPED UPON | = 


US LIKE THIS? ARE МЕ NOT Je 
RAVIDAS 


чои DON'T 


SUPPOSED TO HAVE 


EI 5 ( 
৪০৪০০ know HOW 


WE BURN 


WITHIN! 
3 ^ 


IF WE SHOW A SMILING. 
FACE TO THE WORLD 
ITS BECAUSE IT 
LESSENS OUR PAIN. 
TEARS WON'T HELP 
Ц6--- NEVER? 


[соме он,“ / СНЕЕР ир! ^ 


еми: 


BUT HOW LONG WILL 
WE SUFFER -- 
SUFFER WITH 
A SMILE? 


omar chitra katha 


FROM THAT DAY ON, RAVIDAS STOPPED | [АШ DAY HE SAT LOST IN ме OWN 
GOING OUT ALTOGETHER. THOUGHTS. 


= 
RAVIDAS, 
COME. LET'S 
GO TO 
VARANASI. 


ІТ 1S THE SAME 
THING, RAVIDAS. 
WHEN 40 KNOW 
২ 4OURSELF, YOU WILL 
KNOW GOD. 


amar chitra katha 


SANDAN SWAMI ACCEPTED RAVIDAS AS ONE OF HIS DISCIPLES. 


RAVIDAS, GOP CREATED MA 
AND MEN FORGETTING THE ОШ 
HAND THAT CREATED THEM 
ALL, SURVEYED THEIR ОМ 
HANDS AND THE WORK 
THAT THEY DID. 


AND ACCORDING TO 
THE WORK THEY DID, 
THEY CLASSIFIED 

THEMSELVES AND 
GAVE EACH OTHER 
LABELS, 


CHAMAR, BRAHMA 
SHUDRA, ARE THE 
"ab, MEANINGLESS: 
LABELS 
INVENTED B4 


SEE YOURSELF 
AS ЧОН ARE. DO 

NOT GEE YOURSELF 
BY THE LABEL. 


--- MYSELF - 
ам --- 5 


GURU RAVIDAS 


| 
| 
| [IN THE 2945 THAT FOLLOWED. A CHANGE CAME OVER RAVIDAS. 


ES 7 


A CHAMAR! --. 

HOU FOOL, HOW 6 

DARE 400 CROSS 
ropes 


amar chitra katha 


AND AS HE GREW TO KNOW HIMSELF --- HE BEGAN ТО SEE HIMSELF IN OTHERS | 
2 = TAM 


n 


MOTHER, PLEASE ` 
АС 


” вит 


: Y - 
WHAT ABOUT ) 
100, =й E 


GURU RAVIDAS 


THAT 15 KIND 


AS HE WALKED AWAY — 


RAVIDAS RAN HOME AND — 
ат 

Ган 

| | > up 


MAY GOD BLESS 


ЕЕЕ TAKE БӘ. «ou FOR THINKING | 


THIS MONEY AND 
BUY THE CHILD 
SOME MILK --- 


ај N OF THE NEEDY. 
- 2 5 ei 


amar chitra katha 


WHEN RAVIDAS RETURNED HOME — _ 


RAVIDAS .40U TOOK THE 
SANDALS AND MONEY JUST 
NOW, DIDN°T ЧОЦ? 


ড্ৰিম 


WHERE ARE ща 


y 


WAS IT PROPER 
OF 400 TO HAVE 
GIVEN OUR 


чои KNOW THAT WE 
OURSELVES HAVE 
EARNINGS 


BARELY ENOUGH TO 
LIVE ON- 


MOTHER, HER NEED 
WAS GREATER 
THAN OURS. 


HIS PARENTS STOOD SILENT, HAVING 
NOTHING TO SAY TO THAT. 


GURU RAVIDAS 


WHE YEARS PASSED. RAVIDAS WORKED HARD AND DILIGENTLY. AS 
BEFORE, BUT HIS THOUGHTS WERE ALWAYS ELSEWHERE 


= 
МЕ DIO NOT KNOW WHAT A SOURCE OF WORRY НЕ HAD BECOME TO HIG PARENTS. 7 
KARMA, HOW MUCH LONGER НЕ HAS BECOME h STRANGER 
SHALL WE HIDE FOOD, TO US. WILL НЕ RUN AWAY 
MONEY AND SHOES „ ONE DAY TO BECOME A 
\, SADHU? I COULD NOT 
BEAR TO LOSE MY 
SON. 


он, DO 4OU MEAN 
HIG MARRIAGE ? 
I WILL BE ONLY 
ТОО HAPPY ТО 
SEE HIM 
MARRIED: -. 


You WILL HAVE TOY 
BEAR LOSING GIRL FROM A 


GOOD FAMILY. 


z 
| 


CCF n 
15 CONTD. ON PAGE NO 18. 


отаг chitra katna 


AND HE SHALL START MARRIAGE AND A HOUSEHOLD 
А HOUSEHOLD 
OF HIS OWN. 


OF HIS OWN WILL TEACH | 
HIM RESPONSIBILITY. 


OR SHALL WE BEG IN THE 
STREETS, KARMA, 


BECAUSE OF OUR SON'S 
THOUGHTLESSNESS?| 


0--- DON’T CALL IT 
THOUGHTLESSNESS 
IT 16 GENEROSITY. 
OUR SON HAS f 
LARGE HEART: 


1 AM SORRY, МЧ DEAR, 
Bur. OUR EARNINGS 

DO NOT MEASURE UP 
TO RAVIDAS? 
HEART. 


Ja BEFORE LONG, RAVIDAS WAS 
MARRIED TO BHAGWATI»+- 


- AND THEY WENT TO UEIN A 5 PAR 
HOUSE ВИТ CLOSE TO THAT OF HIS 


1 [ৰ 


GURU RAVIDAS 


THE NEXT ORY, WHEN RAVIDAS' MOTHER WENT TO VISIT THEM, SHE PAUSED A WHILE 
BEFORE SHOWING HERSELF AND WATCHED HER SON AND DAUGHTER-IN-LAW. 


Ham GOING то соок OUR 
er MEAL IN THIS 
|ОЏ5Е. 50 PLEASE 
TOUCH THIS FOOD. IT 
15 AUSPICIOUS AND 
SPECIAL FOR 
BOTH OF US 


৮ 
11 


IF 904 РО THAT, THEN 


THERE , BHAGWAT! , BUT 
| MIND “OU, WE MUST EAT HOW CAN | FEED 
|Ë ne SPECIAL коор | 400 AND 40u FEED 
TOGETHER ME AT THE SAME 

- 5 

вит SHOULD uu 

u NOT 

[57542 400 


FIRST AND 


THEN “Ж 


HMM «+» 
PERHAPS 
|| HIS FATHER 
|| KNEW HIM 


amor chitra katha 


NY ALAKH Г 
BHAGWATI, GOP HAS BEEN GOOD. 
D = HE HAS GIVEN US THE OPPORTUNITY 
=> “ JO рит THIS FOOD то THE BEST 


вит--. BUT 
OUR FIRST 
MEAL. 


HOLY SIRS) 
PLEASE ACCH 


GURU RAVIDAS 


PAVIDAS AND BHAGWATI CONTINUED TO LIVE IN THEIR HUT. BUT SOON BHAGWATI 
ОПСЕР THAT THE SENSITIVE MAN WHO WAS HER HUSBAND WAS GROWING МОРЕ AND} 
DRE WITHDRAWN; MORE AND MORE SILEN) 


WHAT 15 
С) HAPPENING 
" TO HIM? 


DAY, WHEN SHE RETURNED FROM THE | [SHE CAME AND HID BEHIND IT ТО SURPRISE 
FOREST WITH ^ LOAD OF FIREWOOB: SHE | [Hm WHE! 
A el SITTING UI R Å TREE. 
Кере са | ) HAVE NOT RECEIVED 


THE LØVE OF MY 
BELOVED. WHY HAVE 
I BEEN 

FORGOTTEN? 


HE LOVES --- 
ANOTHER 
WOMAN + ++ 
0 BELOVED! END! 
THIS SEPARATION, 
Å EMBRACE МЕ AND 
d MAKE ME HAPPY. 
WITHOUT 40U EVERY, | 
moment passes ( |} 
UKE AN AGE- 


omar chitra katha 


7404 ARE THE SANDAL- 

PASTE, |, THE WATER... —- 
4ou ARE THE å 
LAMP, I THE | 


WICK -- 


— 


400 ARE THE THREAD (LORD? 


LORD: 1,ТНЕ PEARLS © К 
STRUNG UPON IT. 4 aom 
ng = Па d E 


KNOW THE 
| WHOLE WORI 
Е | WILL SING | 
BEAUTIFUL, THEN 
SIMPLE. 1 TOO — 


№2 
М WILL LEARN 4 \ 
AND SING | 


GURU RAVIDAS 


ПЕТЕР THIS, DAY AFTER DAY, RAVIDAS --т AT LAST. IT WAS QUENCHED- 
8267 GREW AND GREW- 


IND WHO SHOULD FIRST NOTICE 17, BUT RAGHAV, KARMADEVI AND BHAGI 


FATHER, DO NOT 
SHAME ME BY 
SPEAKING SO. IT IS 
HE WHO DESTINES 
EVERYTHING. 


amar chitra katha | 
чои ARE NOW BOTH SON AND | 
TEACHER TO US. TELL US, ИНО 
16 GOD 2 15 НЕ NOT THE ONE 
ON THE ALTAR? 


E 


«eS. 8515 V 
<a 


BUT IF 400 SEE бор ONLY 
IN THE IDOL AND CLOSE 

JOUR EYES TO НІМ WHO 
18 IN ALL PLACES AND IN 

ALL THINGS, THE IDOL IS 
STANDING BETWEEN 
40U AND бор. 


ALLAH, BHAGWAN, 
RAB— 15 THE 


GURU RAVIDAS 


HE 15 ALL THIS 
AND MORE; MUCH MORE. 
HE 15 ALL! S01 

CALL HIM JUST 


e RAVIDAS" FAME SPREAD. PEOPLE CAME ТО GEEK HIS ADVICE AND GUIDANCE: PEOPLE| 
| BOTH OLD AND YOUNG WHOSE SELF-RESPECT HAD BEEN BROKEN BY CASTE 
| а 


“ж | РО NOT ВЕ ASHAMED OF YOURSELF; in Ta 
5 РО NOT BE AFRAID OF CASTE মৃ 4 
ро Y0UR WORK WITH РІ6МТЧ 
AND BOW “OUR HEAD BEFORE 
NO ONE BUT GOD. 


отаг chitra katha 


нош SIR, JOU ARE 
GREAT ENOUGH NOT 
TO BE AFFECTED 
B4 CASTE, BUT--- 


---МНАТ OF US, 
ORDINARY MEN, 
WHO HAVE NOT 


REACHED Your 


< 


STATE? 


A NEW IDENTITY? 
ALL FIGHT, | WILL 
Give ІТ TO 


HOW US SOME 

WAY. GIVE US 
А NEW 
IDENTITY... 


E 


GURU RAVIDAS 
WHEN THE YOUNG MAN LEFT THE SAINT. THERE WAS A SPRING IN HIS STEP. 


оок WHO*S COMING— 
OUR SENSITIVE ONE 
WHO САҚ?Т EVEN 
LOOK PEOPLE IN 
THE EYES:-- 


»-- AND EVEN IF HE ‘SHY BRIDE, рр 404 
DOES, HE DROPS HIS SAY 2 WHY, THAT'S NOT 
GAZE AT ONCE UKE оше USUAL MOUSE 
А SHY BRIDE! WELL, WHO'S COMING 
WELL — HOW"S THE ALONG THERE! 
D BRIDE KZ q 
TODAY ? 4 р d P 


HEY — WHAT?S Гре WOUNG MAN'S EYES WERE 
HAPPENED TO MAKE | (BLAZING WITH DIGNITY, WITH CONFIDENCE, 


A “Ou SUDDENLY --- 
WALK LIKE А I HAVE BECOME 
LION e 5 А RAVIDASI. 


TA 


| RAVIDASI — THAT WAS THE IDENTITY THE 
SAINT GAVE TO HIS FOLLOWERS. 


amar chitra katha 


WHEN GURU RAVIDAS AND HIS | 
JERE WALKING ALONG THE 


GET OUT OF MY 


де WAY, WRETCH! 
И 


M 
= is | 
|| 
) 
6 | 
f - ix 
Zeil 
ү 
\ 
০৮ A 
м 
- ০৪ 2:5 
|... DEVASYA ОНЕЕМАНИ ОМ. AN GANGE, 
DHIYO QONAN | JAI GANGE ++ 


^ JA! ЈА) 
RAMAKRISHNA 
HAR 


k. GAYATRI CHANT (HOMAGE TO SAVITR, THE SUN GOD 2 


GURU RAVIDAS 
GURUDEV, THAT d UNLESS 400 RECOGNIZE| 


MAN KNOWS NO THE SUPREME ESSENCE, 
W COMPASSION, WHAT USE 1S SHAVING 
m THE HEAD -- - PANCING, 
{> SINGING AND 
NOR DOES НЕ 
KNOW GOD. £ 


OF WHAT USE ISTHE / > / ] |--- IF МЕ ৮০8 NOT ALSO 
LAMP CEREMONY AND [ = f| [LOVE OUR FELLOW- МЕМ? 
FIRE WORSHIP TO HIM NO | | HE WOULD CERTAINLY 
IN WHOSE ONE HAIR W| | PREFER OUR KINDNESS 
THERE ARE CRORES (2 VK. то OUR RITUALS 

— ОЕ GUNS. а 


IN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED, THE NUMBER OF GURU RAVIDAS” DISCIPLES RAPIDLY 
W AS DIP HIS BODY OF VERSE = 


1 DO NOT BIND THEE WITH 
| LONG GARLANDS OF FLOWERS Ñ 
AND LEAVES, NOR PUT UPA 
CANOPY TO SHELTER THEE 
I PO NOT PLUCK LEAVES 
~ NOR WORSHIP IMAGES 
| (ous CONTEMPLATE 


omar chitra katha 


ONE DAY, THERE WAS A 
KNOCK AT HIS DOOR. 


COME IN 


I HAVE BEEN 
SENT TO 400 то 


BE CURED. MY 
LOVE FOR MY 
HUSBAND HAS 
DRIVEN ME MAD. 


AND RULERS LIKE RAJA 
DELHI PAID THEIR RESPECTS TO HIM- 


«> 


WHO 15 те 


Е 


THE DOOR OPENED 
AND THE CALLER 
SLOWLY САМЕ FORWARD. 


HARDEV SINGH NAGAR OF KASHI AND SIKANDAR LODHI OI 


HEARD OF 
чои, COME 
N 


“ES. | CANNOT 
/ BEAR TO ВЕ 
| PARTED. FROM 
HIM FOP EVEI 
< А MOMENT. 


LIKE A RIVER. 400 
HAVE ENTERED THE 
WAVES ОР GOD'S 
OCEAN. 


85 THE DAYS PASSED GURY 


% P. ч RAVIDAS SPOKE IN THIS 
Егор ND / = HOW | eran AND MEERA LISTENED, 
VOTE с Е! AND THEN ONE DAY SH, 

| -HAVE BECOME | ве TWO? | [ser 7HE 1D0L DOWN. KS 
\ Ом. D Ge — IÇWA 


amar chitra katha 
PEOPLE WHO ONCE SPURNED THE YOUNG COBBLER BOY NOW BOWED BEFORE НІМ. | 


ahr af rea В 
en 3e 

xq (йел Ет লি 
ভি aner cote Зани 
ЭБЕТ ASET 25 কা ET 


BUT TILL THE END OF HIS LIFE, GURU TOWARDS THE END OF HIS ПЕЕ, GURU | 
RAVIDAS WORKED AT HIS TANNING AND | |RAVIDAS UNDERTOOK Å LONG 
SHOE-MAKING. | 2৯233 PILGRIMAGE. 

ত = а 


SIR, । AM CERTAIN 
THOSE WHO ARE 
COLOURED IN THE | THAT YOUR VERSES 


NAME OF Goo. WILL] МИ FIND A МАСЕ 
FIND NO OTHER FA) в 
2 GREAT BOOK, 


WHEN HE PAGSED FROM THIS WORLD, НЕ LEFT- BEND HIS THe MOREL THE SECT 
pes ও на EE HIS SIMPLE BEAUTIFUL BANIS*. HUNDREDS ‘OF SUABDAG 

SERVED IN “АЛО! PRAKASH”? THE ৰ, BOOK OF THE ЗЕСТ. THIRTY- 
КР টি ALSO FIND A PLACE IN THE GREAT BOOK OF THE SIKHS—THE GURU GRANTH. 


[ямо DOTTED пи OVER NORTHERN INDIA ARE SHRINES PONDS AND BENRAMAS BUNT IN HIS NBME 
X SONGS ("BON LITERALLY MEANS "VOICE Y) LITERALLY WORDS 1 


